roused into activity by stimuli from without, the senses coming into play from the moment of birth. Now, consciousness is an ultimate fact in animal existence, beyond which we cannot go ; it is the distinguishing attribute of animal life, the first of the phenomena of the mental force, and self-consciousness is the primary condition of intelligence : in a word, it is mental existence.
The great and fundamental mystery of life, indeed, consists in the relations of consciousness and of that dynamical agency which we designate volition, or the will, to the functions of the special senses, and those of the encephalic ganglia, which connect man as a sentient, percipient, and intelligent being, with his own. bodily organization and with the world without. For, while it is no longer a matter of dispute that the encephalon is the material organ ot the mind, where the ultimate molecular changes precede mental states, and from whence the mandates of the will issue, it has been well observed, by an acute metaphysician, that,?
As to the nature of the relation which exists between the encephalon and the sentient and percipient mind, we never shall be able to understand more than is involved in the simple fact, that a certain were noticed in the?child "There was an imperfect paralysis of the right side, both of the arm and leg, but still they responded to the mandates of the will: she could move her arm about, and could grasp anything firmly enough in her right hand, when Iter eyes and attention were directed to it; but, if they were diverted to something else, and the volitional power withdrawn, she would let the object which she had been holding fall from her hand, and without being conscious of the fact:' link between the vertebrate and invertebrate series of animals, the possession of common sensation or tactile feeling; and yet we know that, in its case, no cerebellum exists, and, in conse- quence, that the corpora dentata are wanting. But the thalami optici are not simply the great encephalic centres of common sensation, where the sensory strands of the medulla oblongata terminate. They are, in reality, the common centre and point of union of the sensory nerves. Implanted upon the sensory tracts of the crura cerebri and medulla oblongata, they are in direct fibrous commissural connexion with the respiratory, gustatory, and auditory ganglia, and with the optic nerves, by a direct passage of a portion of their roots, and with the peduncles of the olfactory nerves, through the medium of the fornix; so that a connecting nervous thread ramifies throughout the entire circle of special sensation, and the thalami optici form a common foci and point of union to all the nerves of special sense. And this harmonizes well with the universality of the feeling, or common sensibility, which pervades the entire system, and which is associated with all the voluntary movements of the body, and the exercise of the functions of all the other special organs of sense.
" Without some point of union, some fixed reality, running like a continuous thread through all the phenomena of the special senses," it has been well observed by Mr 
